Week 5 Word Learning

Learning Outcomes:
	By the end of this week, you will be able to
· Describe some of the major neurological milestones in word learning during the first two years of life

Big Picture Questions:
- Is word learning the results of domain-specific or domain-general abilities?
- What evidence exists?
- What counter-evidence?

Vocabulary:
Bloom & Markson (1998)
Vocabulary growth
Naming Insight
Vocabulary spurt p. 68
Fast-mapping p. 68
Quine/Indeterminacy of translation (Gavagai!)
Speech segmentation
Koba Study
Constraints to Word Learning
	Whole Object Bias p. 69
	Mutual Exclusivity
Principles of Cohesion
	Syntactic Cues p. 71
	Lexical Contrast p. 71&72
	Disambiguation Bias
High Amplitude Sucking Paradigm
Wug test
Attentional Resource Hypothesis
Constraints
The Naming Insight

Key ideas:
· Fast-mapping is not limited to word learning 
· Word learning emerges from other more general cognitive capacities (domain-general ability)
· Theory of mind (referential intent) as a central capacity underlying word learning

Discussion Article
Markson, L., & Bloom, P. (1997). Evidence against a dedicated system for word learning in children. This is the “Koba” study and we questioned whether the outcome supported domain generality as strongly as the authors claimed.

Other Articles discussed
Bobb et al. (in preparation). ERP evidence for phonological and orthographic encoding of novel words after minimal exposure. When you read novel words, you encode them acoustically. When you hear novel words, you encode them visually.
Kooijman et al. (2005). EEG and word segmentation. Minimal exposure enough for subsequent recognition of a word in the speech stream.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Fennel & Waxman, (2010). 14 mos olds cannot discriminate two similar sounds during word object associations; they do IF they are aware that the sounds label the object.
